
Tidings 
Emory United Methodist Church 

       Pastor Taysie Phillips 
                           1600 Emory Road, Upperco, MD 21155, 410-429-6008 

                                                          Church Office E-Mail:  churchoffice@emoryunitedmethodist.org 
                                                                         Pastor’s E-Mail: taysie5@comcast.net 

                                                          Pastor’s Phone:  (C) 301-639-4670 
                                                         www.emoryunitedmethodist.org

______________________________________________________        FEBRUARY, 2017

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

“Having reached the end of the Beatitudes, we naturally ask if there is any place on 
this earth for the community which they describe. Clearly, there is one place, and 
only one, and that is where the Poorest, Meekest, and most sorely Tried of all men is 
to be found — on the cross at Golgotha. The community which is the subject of the 
Beatitudes is the community of the crucified. With Him it has lost all, and with him it 
has found all.”  
                                                                              Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship 
 
 
This community of the crucified, the “Beloved Community,” as Dr. Martin Luther 
King so aptly put the Community of God, the Church, is a tall order for us humans.  
 
By nature, we all want to be the first, the best, the one that everyone admires and 
looks up to.  
 
But in God’s kingdom, the ‘meek shall inherit the earth.”  Not the wealthy, not the 
powerful, not the strong. 
 
When I first began to grasp the radical nature of the gospel when I was in my early 
twenties, I felt like I’d gone down Alice’s rabbit hole into another world.  
 
“Whadda mean, the first shall be last, and the last shall be first?” “I must lose my life 
in order to save it?”   
 
Huh? 
 
The Gospel of John 12:25 (KJV):  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that 
hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.”  All four Gospels note that 
Jesus said this.  
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This goes against our human nature, and is one important place where we put aside 
our human tendencies and allow ourselves to be conformed into the likeness of God. 
The Orthodox Church has a saying: we are made in the image of God, but then God 
transforms us into his likeness.  
 

2 Corinthians 3:18 (The Message Bible) “Whenever, though, they [WE] turn to face 

God as Moses did, God removes the veil and there they are—face-to-face! They 

suddenly recognize that God is a living, personal presence, not a piece of chiseled 

stone. And when God is personally present, a living Spirit, that old, constricting 

legislation is recognized as obsolete. We’re free of it! All of us! Nothing between us 

and God, our faces shining with the brightness of his face. And so we are 

transfigured much like the Messiah, our lives gradually becoming brighter and more 

beautiful as God enters our lives and we become like him.” 

 

Note carefully that this is the work of God, the work of the Holy Spirit living within 

us.  

 

We do not need to be white-knuckle Christians, desperately holding on for dear life 

to being good and perfect. We do not need to desperately try to be humble, to be 

meek, to put others first.  

 

God will transform us into God’s likeness.  

 

Our part is to trust in God, to allow God to work within us, to allow our human 

tendencies to be crucified with Christ.  Ouch.  

 

Our part is to keep Jesus the Christ, our friend and our companion, to not only be 

our vision, but to be our center, our goal. And then watch God work.   

 

The work of God is so exciting!  There is nothing like the joy that God brings into 

your life, nothing.  No drug high, no power high, no romantic love is so wonderful as 

the Joy that God has for us. 

Pastor Taysie 
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HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 2/2  Brian Martin  2/14 Kevin Nicholas 
2/3  Ruth Crisler  2/17 Amy Wineke 
   Georgia Wells  2/19 Corina Myers 
 2/5  Sherry Wineke  2/20 George Smith 

    2/10  Shirley Armacost   2/28 Charlene Raimondi 
 
If you would like your name to be listed or deleted from our birthday list just let me 
know. To be listed, email to me your name and birthday (month/day).   
    
 
Our Circle Friend for the month of February is Ruth Crisler. Her address is: 
15709 Hanover Pike, Upperco, MD. 21155. She would love to hear from her Emory 
family. She also celebrates her birthday on February 3rd. Her phone # is: 410-374-
4474. Let her know that we are thinking about her! 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  Our devotion to prayer is one of the greatest ministries we 
have at Emory.  Please remember these requests for prayer in your daily devotions.  If 
you know of anyone who needs prayer, or have names to update on our prayer list, 
please contact the Church Office. Amy (relative of Bonnie Johnson), Joyce Applefeld, Bill 
Beauchamp, Bob Beverly, Mike Bitzel, Charlotte Bond, Jeff Cole, Sherry Cole (daughter 
of Laurie Harper), Ruth Crisler, Jeff Davis (son of Chuck Davis), Ruby Fair, Regina 
Glassman, Shirley Gordon, Peggy, Diane & Janice Hidey (mother & sisters of Rev. Barry 
Hidey),  Anne Hakes (sister of Chuck Davis), Paula Luffman LaFavers (sister of Donna 
Lyons), Margaret Landreth (Patty Kelly’s Mother), Tracey Marcum (friend of Linda Fair) 
Helen Moore, Corina Myers, Janice Raver, Shannon Raucci (friend of Leda Yeager), Sarah 
Robrecht, Sarah (friend of Greg Evans), Liz Tardif (Patty Kelly’s sister), Casey Terrell, Bob 
Wheeler, Bill Williams (brother of Linda Fair).   

Prayer Chain: The Council on Ministries has decided to start up the prayer 
chain once again. We need volunteers that text message and ones that do not but are 
willing to phone call. If you would like inform one other person of a request for prayer, 
please notify Karon or the church of your willingness to participate. 



 
 

     This is the way it will work. Any person requesting prayers of the church will be asked 
personally to contact the Prayer Chain Leader. The Leader will contact several people by 
text or phone and each of these people will be assigned another person to call. It’s that  
easy!  Karon’s contact numbers are 443-992-2314 or  
karonmoore819@yahoo.com. Church phone number is 410-429-6008 
 
LITURGISTS – 
 
The liturgists for February are as follows:  

2/5  Boy Scouts Sunday 
2/12  Bob Kelly 
2/19  Alex Obreicht 
2/26  Evan Buckingham 

 
If you discover that you can’t keep the date, please let Ruth Bradford know. 
New sign-up sheet is by the flower chart. There are many dates open for the 
flower chart and liturgist list. 
 

 
will meet at the Glyndon Grill of Tuesday, February 28, 

2017 at 12:00 Noon. Everybody is invited to attend. Call 

Jane Alban to make a reservation.  

 
 
The flower chart for 2017 is on the wall in the back of the sanctuary. 
Please sign up in remembrance or in honor of someone or occasion 
or just to the glory of God. There are many Sunday’s still available. 
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LOAVES AND FISHES We are scheduled to prepare and 

serve lunch at the Church of the Brethren beginning at 10 

a.m. on Saturday, February 4, 2017. Volunteers are needed 

to help prepare and serve the meal. Lunch is served at 12 

p.m. and we are usually finished around 1 p.m. We also 

appreciate any monetary donations to purchase food 

items. Please see Dale or Evan if you are interested in helping.  

 

Thank you to each and every one of you for your prayers, cards, 

telephone calls, food, etc. during my real down time from surgery 

in November and December.  All of the above have meant so 

much to Scott and myself.  You are the best.   Love, Jane 

We received a thank you note from Charlotte Bond. She wanted to thank 

everyone from Emory for the Christmas and Thinking of You cards she received. 

She really misses all of her friends at Emory, but she is happy where she is. 

 

Emory church is moving forward on the stained windows. We 

have raised $45,000. The remaining cost is approximately 

$4,630. The windows should be completed by June, 2017. 

       Donna 
 

 

 
As winter is upon us, now is a good time to review our Inclement Weather Policy: 

All evening events at the church will be cancelled on 
weekdays if Carroll County schools close or dismiss early. If 

the worship service or other events to be held on the 
weekend are cancelled due to inclement weather, a message 
will be on the church answering machine and e-mails will be 

sent out.  
 



 
 

 
 

This is an article from ministrymatters.com.  It is written by Mike Slaughter, 

on Jan 19th, the day before the inauguration of Donald J. Trump as our 45th 

President.  I think it a good word, a good prayer for all of us. 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people— for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness 
and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior….” — 
Apostle Paul, 1 Timothy 2:1-3 
 
Praying for the President. 

On Friday, Donald Trump becomes the 45th President of the United States. 

God’s word directs Jesus followers to pray for all of our leaders — and 

certainly that includes President Trump — his health, his heart, his family and 

a peaceful transition into the presidency. 

Yet after such a contentious election cycle and amidst continuing, bitter 

divides, many may be struggling with where and how to begin their prayers 

— especially those who may have voted differently or consider themselves in 

opposition to Mr. Trump’s platform, nominees or campaign promises. 

God’s word declares in Isaiah 55:11, “My word that goes out from my mouth: 

It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire.” So, I am 

praying the scriptures…. 

Like the psalmist in Psalm 72 praying urgently for God’s endowment of justice 

on the king, I pray that through his presidency Mr. Trump brings justice for 

the poor (vs. 12a), health for the afflicted (vs. 12b) and rescue for all from 

oppression and violence (vs. 14). 

I pray that Mr. Trump’s presidency will demonstrate love for the refugees 

among us, knowing that Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Ruth, Daniel, Nehemiah and 
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Jesus knew intimately what it meant to be a stranger in a strange land. “When 

a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The 

foreigner residing among you must be treated as you native-born. Love them 

as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God” 

(Leviticus 19:33-34). 

Like King David, may President Trump shepherd the country with “skillful 

hands” and “integrity of heart” (Psalm 78:72). May he remember as he serves 

in the most visible position on the planet, that “the mouth speaks what the 

heart is full of.” “A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in 

his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his 

heart” (Luke 6:45). 

May all of us who identify ourselves as persons of faith join with President 

Trump over the next four years in carefully heeding James 4:10 — “Humble 

yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” 

Let it be so! 

Pastor Taysie 

Pastor Taysie 
 
 

We are trying to build a picture database for use 

on our Facebook and webpage. You can help us by 

locating your three best Emory photos and 

sending them to George Smith at 

mbarranger@msn.com or bringing hard copies of 

the photos to George. We are specifically looking for pictures of the building, 

sanctuary or events.  
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MARCH NEWSLETTER ITEMS DUE ON OR BEFORE 2/22/17 

 

February 2016           Outreach for the month of February is Loaves & Fishes 

 
 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 

Wonderful 
Wed., 5:30pm 
Bible Study, 
6:30pm 
Choir Practice, 
7:30pm 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts, 7pm 

3 4 

Loaves & Fishes, 
10am 
 

AA  7:00pm 
Al-Anon, 
7:00pm 

5 

Church, 10am 
Boy Scout Sunday 

6 
 
 

7 
 
Council of 
Ministries, 7pm 
 

8 
Wonderful 
Wed., 5:30pm 
Bible Study, 
6:30pm 
Choir Practice, 
7:30pm 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts, 7pm 

10 
 

11 
 
 
 
AA  7:00pm 
Al-Anon, 
7:00pm 

12 

Church,  10am 
 

13 14 
SPR, 7pm 
 

15 
Wonderful 
Wed.  5:30pm, 
Bible Study, 
6:30pm 
Choir, 7:30pm 

16 
 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts, 7pm 

17 18 
 
 
AA  7:00pm 
Al-Anon, 
7:00pm 

19 
Church, 10 am  

20 21 

Lay Leadership, 
7pm 

22 
Wonderful 
Wed.  5:30pm, 
Bible Study, 
6:30pm 
Choir, 7:30pm 
Newsletter 
items due 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
Boy Scouts, 7pm 

24  25 
 
 
 
AA & Al-Anon, 
7:00pm 

26 
Church,  10 am 
                         
                                                

27 28   
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 


